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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 


ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 


Collectors, dealers and investors have been working with 
Northeast Numismatics for over 50 years. This year marks our 
53" year in business. 


If you are looking for quality coins at fair prices, we invite you to 
visit us at northeastcoin.com where you'll find over 4,000 high 
quality US and World coins for sale. We update our site daily — 
always with full color, high resolution images. You may also 
request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any time. 
We aggressively service all want lists and trades are always 
welcomed and encouraged. 


If you are selling, we would love to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. Uncertified, certified, single coins or 
entire collections; we buy it all! 


With a high percentage of our business coming via other 


reputable dealers, doesn’t it make sense to do business with 
Northeast Numismatics directly? We invite you to come see us at 
major coin shows or to call, write or email us today. We are an 
authorized dealer of all the major grading services. 


ORTHEAST 
CGIMISMATICS 


NING. RARE COINS:PERSONAL SERVICE 


100 Main Street, Suite 330 
Concord, MA 01742 fa eluate 
1-800-449-2646 Follow us on 
978-369-9155 een 
978-369-9619 (Fax) » 


info@northeastcoin.com Gq P N: (; 
A 1 Ke-yessenuls ix, 


www.northeastcoin.com Rurenvleps, Uniegriiy 
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NENA NEWS is the official publication of the New England Numismatic Association 
(NENA). It is published quarterly and mailed to all members of the association in good 
standing. For information about NENA or this publication, write to: 


NENA NEWS, P. O. BOX 2061, Woburn, MA 01888 
e-mail us at: NenaNews@Nenacoin.org 
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President's 
Comments 


by William Harkins 





would like to start by thanking you our members for your support 

through your membership and donations to our programs. This 

is your organization in order to make it successful we need your 
participation whether you fill a vacancy on our board, submit a news 
article, place an exhibit, bring a child to our Y.N Program or just 
drop by the club table during one of our events and say hello. I am 
also asking our members and clubs to promote our organization and 
help bring in new members. 

On Saturday, April 20th, the New England Numismatic 
Association will be holding a number of events in conjunction with 
the New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo, April 19-20, 2019 at 
the Double Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH. Our 
plans include a Y.N. Program, Exhibits and the Club Table. We look 
forward to seeing our members so please visit the club table and say 
hello. 

Read further in this issue for information on upcoming shows 
and events including the Bay State Coin Show, Marlboro MA. March 
15-16; Mansfield Numismatic Society’s 46th, Annual Coin and Paper 
Money Show, Sunday, March 31 and the 5th Annual Thomas P. 
Rockwell Lecture, Tuesday, April 2nd. 
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National Coin Week 2019: Inspired by discovery and 
innovation, “Discover the Past, Envision the Future” is the theme 
for the 96th annual National Coin Week, April 21-27, 2019. For more 
information, email ncw@money.org . 

We are in need of a State Director for Vermont. If you know 
anyone that you think might be a good candidate for our Board please 
asks them to consider taking a position with us. We now meet via 
conference call to save on travel expenses and time and only meet 
about eight times a year for an hour or so on Saturday mornings. 

For additional information pertaining to our activities, Club 
listings and announcements please visit our website at 
www.nenacoin.org. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions on how we may better serve 
you, please let us know. You may email me at 
williamharkins@comcast.net or by mail NENA, P.O. Box 2061, 
Woburn, MA 01888. 4 

Sincerely, 











Ollliam tarkins 


Colony Coin Co. 


78 Bowers St. Newtonville, MA 02460 
617-244-1972 
Arthur Fitts Harvey Fenton 


Make us your local coin shop. Serving collectors of all ages! Special 
attention paid to young numismatists. Start your collecting life here! 
Learn about and collect coins and paper money from the far reaches 
of the world. 
Looking for something special? Proof and mint sets make nice gifts! 
Always buying gold and silver coins and bullion, 
Please call ahead for store hours, 
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Gre the $3 Gold Pieces 
Cincollectible? 


By Mark Benvenuto 
Image, courtesy of Google Images 





ollectors have a long standing love affair with gold coins. 
They’re the top of the heap, the king of metals, a great way 
to hold onto some wealth, all that and more. We like them 
because of their density. We enjoy having them because they 
represent a store of wealth. Yet sometime we think they are just 
too expensive. Let’s dig through one specific series, one that not 
too many people collect, and see just what collecting possibilities 
exist for it. Let’s talk $3 gold pieces. 

The 1854 
The three-dollar gold pieces were not part of the original Congres- 
sional authorization for gold coinage back in the 1790’s. Rather, 
these were authorized in early 1853, and the first to make it out of 
the gate came from the main Mint as well as two branch Mints in 
in 1854. The only one of that trio that can be even vaguely called 
common is that from the Philadelphia Mint. And interestingly, its 
official mintage total 1s 138,618, by a big margin the most common 
coin in the series. 
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Like a few other series of United States coins, the first year 
of issue was something of a blast as 1t came out of the gate, but 
everything after went slowly downhill. The mintage of 1855 was 
less than half that first year, and 1856 was less still. Considering 
that the 1854 costs about $2,400 in a grade such as MS-60, that 
means that the later dates will have to cost at least as much, and 
may go for much more. Just using that $2,400 as a baseline, it 
doesn’t take a mathematician to realize how very much this series 
would cost even 1f all of them were available at this low a price 
(and they’re not). 

The 1874 and 1878 

By 1858 the number of $3 gold pieces being produced each 
year was absolutely tiny, with most years only posting a few 
thousand. Based on the number of people living in the growing 
nation at that time, these had to be rare coins even in their day, 
unless perhaps you lived right by a bank in Philadelphia. Indeed, 
in 1873, in 1875, and once more in1876, the only issue was a few 
proofs, 25, then 20, and 45 respectively. We’re safe in saying that 
these are not collectible pieces for all but the wealthiest of us. 

For two years though, in 1874 and again in 1878, it looked 
like the Mint had gotten back in the game, at least where $3 gold 
pieces are concerned. The official tally for 1874 was 41,800 coins 
and the official number for 1878 was 82,304. These numbers are 
low enough that they wouldn’t be considered common in any other 
series, but here they take fourth and second place. Their prices are 
not cheap, but these two are attainable. 

The few years made over 10K 

The second year of issue, 1855, saw just over 50K of these 
little gold pieces produced. Beyond that the 1854-O had a mintage 
right at 24K, while the 1856 saw just over 26K, the 1856-S had 
34.5K, the 1857 saw almost 21K, the 1857-S came in at 14K, and 
the 1859 sported 15.5K. All those numbers are very small when 
compared to other series. But again, within the span of years in 
which $3 gold pieces were coined, these are considered fairly 


common, at least based on the numbers. 
Continued on Page 22 
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What Would Cause You 
To Start @ Revolution? 


by James C. Johnston Jr. 
Photographs and Captions by Sherry Briggs 










here is little that would set most people off on the road to bloody 
rebellion, but I can think of one irritating colonial fact of life that 
would start most Twenty-First Century Americans off to grab 
their weapons of choice. That would be a return to the system of coinage 
used in the colonial period when we were ruled by ‘’not-so-jolly”’ Old 
England. Most very young children find the concept of using money to 
be confusing when it 1s time to’*“make change’. In fact many teen aged 
young people find making change, in sums exceeding five dollars, when 
employed in stores and restaurants very difficult. 

Imagine members of the United States’ public trying to make 
change in terms of: 1/4 farthings, 1/3 farthings, 02 farthings, farthings, 
half-pennies, pennies, one-and-one-half pennies, and of course pennies 
themselves. Here I have cataloged a mere eight coins all of which are of 
less than two pence 1n face value, and I have only just begun! 


Oe” 








The penny was a coin of substantial value, especially as compared with the situation today. Shown 
here are a penny, a half penny, a farthing (fourth thing), a half farthing , quarter farthing and a 
silver penny (Maundy issue). The third and quarter farthing were minted for two of the colonies, 
although the third-farthing sometimes found its way into circulation in England. 

Note: the Roosevelt dime in this and subsequent images is shown only to help the viewer determine 


relative size of the other coins. ; 
yf Continued on Next Page 
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Start a Revolution Continued 

It is interesting to note the origin of the penny itself. Gold and 
silver coinage was known in Britain before the advent of the Romans. 
Under the leadership of Julius Caesar, the Romans arrived on British 
shores in 43 B.C.E., and they were to make lavish use of their most 
popular coin, the silver denarius, over the next four-plus centuries of 
their occupation of the place. I might say at this point that Caesar had 
attempted the conquest of Britain a decade before without success, but as 
we know, “If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.’””’After all, Caesar 
was not a quitter! 


lie ve 
i ag 
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Four Roman Coins: denari of the Roman Republic c. 145 BCE; Emperor 
Septimius Severus (193-211 CE) and his son, Geta (209-11 CE), as well as 


a double denarius of Philip the Arab (244-249 CE) 





After the Romans left Britain in the early Fifth Century C. E. 
The Britons continued to mint a Roman style coinage, but as time went 
by, their coinage became more primitive and stylized in appearance. 
After the Angles and Saxons invaded, things generally still continued to 
be in decline in terms of the quality of coinage. In fact, the original 
Britons had stopped minting the denarius, and the silver “Penny” or 
“Pence” which was, in that time period, a coin of considerable value, 
took its place. The penny was roughly the size of a denarius, but 1t was 
thinner. The designation of “d” was used to indicate a penny coin. This 
was more than mere homage to the denarius. It was an attempt at conti- 
nuity. 

The great unit of British coinage was a pound, but until the 
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advent of the gold sovereign centuries later, a commonly circulating 
pound coin did not exist. The pound was until then a theoretical account- 
ing device. Pound coins were not minted for a long time after the estab- 
lishment of the concept of it as the major unit of currency. The reason for 
this was that a pound was literally a pound weight of silver! From a 
pound weight of silver, 240 pennies could be struck. Thus the English 
system of coinage became one of the world’s most complicated coinage 
systems. Keeping track of accounts must have been a nightmare! 
Americans in Massachusetts Bay Colony, for example, would 
not only have to understand the values of the eight coins I have already 
mentioned in terms of their value, but they would have to understand 
how other higher denominated coins would fit into the economic scheme 
of things. These would include: the 2 pence, 3 pence, 4 pence coins also 
known as groats, 6 pence coins, and a twelve pence coin known as a 
shilling. One would also have to understand that 2 shillings made a 
florin, 2 Q florins made a half crown, 4 shillings made a double florin, 5 
shillings made a crown, 240 pennies, or 12 shillings, or 4 crowns made a 
pound! Thus, here are another 10 units of currency to add to the eight 


that I have already given to you, and we are not finished yet! 
Continued on Page 30 


Rare Confederate and Obsolete Money for Sale! 
Pierre Fricke; P.o. Box 33513 San Antonio, TX 78265-3513 


ierretrick vin ney.com; Wianw.buyvintagemoney.com 


T-2 PF-1 PMG VF-30 RARE POR | PA 15-G2b F-VF RARE POR 


And many more CSA, Southern and Obsolete Bank Notes for sale ranging from $10 to five figures 


BUYING!! - http://www.buyvin 


Pe 


tagemoney.com/buying 
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John Mullen Passes 


Former Nena Board Member and Officer 


ohn Dodge Mullen, known to all 

as Jack, passed away peacefully 

at home in Sterling, Virginia on 

nday, February 10 at the age of 83. 

A former resident of Newton, Massa- 
chusetts, Jack was the beloved hus- 
band of 57 years of Mary Patricia 
Welch. He is also survived by his 
children and their spouses, Elizabeth 
and Timothy Goyer of Sterling, John 
and Vanessa Mullen of Canton, Geor- 
gia, and Kathleen and David Liberge 
of Millbury, Massachusetts. He was the kind and loving grandfa- 
ther of Ryan, Megan and Claire Goyer, and John Dodge and Dylan 
Mullen. He was the brother of Robert W Mullen and his wife 
Dianna Delgado of Kokomo, Indiana. 

A long-time employee of the National Shawmut Bank of 
Boston and a Bank of America retiree, Jack moved with Mary to 
Virginia in 2005. Always a devoted fan of Boston sports teams he 
continued to cheer for the Patriots, Red Sox, Bruins and Celtics 
after moving to Sterling. After his retirement Jack had resumed his 
love for model trains and ran his trains in his Newton backyard. In 
2005, he joined the Washington, Virginia, and Maryland Garden 
Railway Society where he enjoyed participating in shows and 
displays with many good friends in their shared hobby. Although 
we moved from Massachusetts to Virginia in 2005 he always kept 
up with his Boston area clubs and NENA activities, and he enjoyed 
researching his colonial coins and Conder tokens. 4 
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@ Succession of Clothiers 


by: Walt Wiegand 


s recorded in City Directories of the period, several dozen 
dealers in ready-made clothing competed for business in 
mid-19th century Providence, Rhode Island. Among them 
were three clothiers who successively occupied the same quarters 
at 21-23 South Main St. from the early 1850’s through the Civil 
War years. 

Each of these merchants utilized an Advertising Banknote- 
or Ad Note- of a design that basically differed only in the 1m- 
printed business name. It featured a steamship at sea in the center 
with patriotic vignettes at either end. Such small handbills in the 
form of contemporary banknotes were effective in drawing atten- 
tion to the issuers’ product or establishment. 

The first dealer was Louis Lewisson(1822—1909) who was 
born in Prussian Poland, immigrated in 1845, and became a US 
citizen at Providence in 1851. He died near Rochester, NY, after a 
lifetime as a successful retail clothing merchant and manufacturer. 
In the 1852 Business Directory his establishment was listed at 2 
South Main St, Providence, but by 1853 was at 21-23 South Main 
as well.His earlier type ad note 1s shown; examples with his later 
address exist. 
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In 1861 Lewisson was listed with a clothing sulla a a 
different address in town. However by the 1860 census the Lewis- 


son family had already moved to Massachusetts. During the Civil 
Continued on Next Page 
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A Succession of Clothiers Continued 

War years Louis operated the Clothing Bazaar on Main St, Worces- 
ter, where during the 1862 small change shortage, he issued scrip 
in order to facilitate transactions at his store. 
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Lewisson ae sold out to Benaiein Shuman as 829-1876) in 
time for the latter to be listed in the 1857 Providence Directory. He 
was the second clothier to occupy the low-cost clothing outlet at 
21-23 South Main St. Shuman continued the use of the banknote- 
like trade stimulator initiated by his predecessor changing it only to 
reflect his name and adding “B. Shuman successor to Louis Lewis- 





een was born in Prussia, coil orate in 1848, became a 
US citizen at NYC in 1852, and died in California.In census and 
directories he is variously recorded as a “Draper”, a “Clothing & 
Exchange Broker’, a “Clothing Dealer’, and just before his death 
as a’““Broker” in San Francisco. He and the next dealer, E. W. 
Frank, were 1n business together in the mid-1850’sat NY City. 

Eleazer W Frank(1831-1885) became the third owner 
sometime before 1862 and for a few years thereafter 1s listed as the 


proprietor of the South Main Street clothing establishment. 
Continued on Page 28 
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Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club 
57th Annual Coin Show 
“The Best Little Coin Show in Connecticut” 

Sunday, May 5, 2019 


8:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
Holiday Inn Hotel 
10 ee eee Norwich, CT 


U. S. iad ioavion coins, currency, ee os een 
Over 30 dealers buying, selling or appraising! 


Free Admission and Free Parking. 
We are Family Friendly! Yes, Bring the Kids! 
Learn about Numismatics! 
Many Prizes...Buy, Sell, Trade. 


www.pawcatuckvalleycoinclub.com 
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ZO19 NEN@ MEDAL 
DESIGN CONTEST 


t is time again to open competition for the 2019 NENA medal, 
using a theme appropriate to a significant numismatic anniversary 
or an event in U.S. history, preferably with a New England theme. 


The obverse of the medal will carry the traditional NENA 
Logo and the reverse will feature the winning design as the central 
theme with the legends 75", NENA Conference and Convention / 5 
October, 2019, Manchester, NH in a ring around the outside. Please 
include them in your design. 


Present your graphic idea on a piece of paper and explain the 
concept in words. You may also use electronic media (.jpg or .ppt 
format). The winner will be selected from all entries submitted 
through 31 May. The winner will be presented with a set of 2019 
NENA medals at the annual meeting. 


Send electronic submissions to williamharkins@comcast.net 
with a subject line of 2019 NENA MEDAL. Paper submissions can 
be sent to NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888. 4 


Buyers, sellers and appraisers of coins 
and collectibles for over 40 years! 
Attending most major coin and currency shows 
in New England. 


Higleyville Coin Company 


A department of Simsbury Pharmacy 
Robert Kevorkian, proprietor 


1418 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury, cr Td 


860 658-1344 Ss" 
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Collecting ZO Franc-Sized Coins of 
the Latin Monetary Gnion Standard 
by: J.R. Greene 






he Latin Monetary Union (LMU) was an agreement among 
several European nations from 1870 - 1914 to maintain a 
common standard in their gold and silver coin issues. This 
allowed their coins to be interchangeable across borders with the 
other members of the union. The countries in this union were 
France, Belgium, Italy, and Switzerland. Other nations 

issued coins under this standard, including Serbia, Spain, Russia, 
Greece, Romania, Austria - Hungary, Bulgaria, Monaco, Finland, 
Tunisia, and Venezuela, 

The basis coin for this standard was the 20 Franc gold piece of 
France, the most populous member of the union. France had 
adopted a standard for the 
20 Franc piece under 
Napoleon I, who set a net 
gold weight of .1867 
ounces for the .900 fine | 
coin. A number of French “6 34} Sq 
colonies and occupied “Ss a: +3 
nations followed this —— ie 





standard at some point French 20 franc1910 
before the LMU was 


established, including the German state of Westphalia, the Italian 
provinces of Parma and the Papal States, the Napoleonic Kingdom 
of Italy, and the independent Kingdom of Sardinia, Some nations 
issued larger and smaller - sized gold coins under this standard, but 
the 20 Franc - sized denomination was the one most often minted 
by the member and allied nations. 

The LMU standard remained in use until the outbreak of World 
War [in 1914. The requirements of financing their participation in 


Continued on Next Page 
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Collecting 20 FrancContinued 

the war caused most of those nations (except Switzerland) to 
switch to a paper currency standard. After the war, some nations 
tried to return to some form of a gold standard, but the Great 
Depression of the 1930’s undermined those efforts. Several na- 
tions issued gold coins under the old standard after World War I, 
including Albania, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Poland, San 
Marino, and Yugoslavia. 

The easiest LMU gold coins to collect are the French, Italian, 
Belgian, and Swiss ones, as they are the most numerous. There are 
four major design types of the French 20 Francs during this period: 
the one with a portrait of Napoleon III through 1870, the “Angel” 
type with plain edge from 1871 - 98; the “Angel” type with a 
lettered edge from 1899 - 1906; and the “Rooster” type from 1906 
- 14. 

The Italian gold 20 Lire coins come in four major varieties; 
portrait of Vittorio Emanuele II (through 1878), Umberto I (1880 - 
1897), and Vittorio Emanuele II (1902 - 23, all rather scarce). 

Belgian gold 20 Francs began with a rare issue from 1834 - 41, 
then more common types in 1865, 1867 - 70, 1870 - 82, and two 
versions issued in 1914. 

The Swiss 20 Franc gold coins are found in three major variet- 
ies: The “Helvetia” type with no background design reeded edge 
(1883) or with lettered 
edge (1886 - 96); and the 
“Helvetia” type with 
mountainous background 
(1897 - 1935). Many of 
these coins can be pur- 
chased at a reasonable cost 
over their bullion value in 
high circulated or even low Swiss 20 Franc 1896 
mint state grades in some 
cases. 

Future articles will discuss the 20 Franc - sized gold coins 
issued before the formation of the Latin Monetary Union, the coins 
of nations not in the union issued during its existence, and coins 


issued after the end of the union. 45 
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Kobert F. Fritsch to 
Present the 5th Gnnaal 
Kockwell Lecture 








Q: Tuesday April 2, 2019, well-known New England 
Numismatist Robert F. Fritsch will give a presentation on 
“Polymer Money” for the Annual Rockwell Lecture. Mr. 
Fritsch will explain the growing trend toward durable polymer as a 
base for banknotes around the world and show several examples 
from his growing collection. This lecture is based on and inspired 
by a similar presentation by his good friend and colleague, the 
late Ray Lockwood of Marion, IN, and is dedicated to him. 

Robert F. Fritsch (everyone calls him Bob) celebrated 50 
years in numismatics during 2018. His collections started easily 
enough’— saving pocket change while stationed in Japan with the 
US Navy. Subsequent assignments in Germany, Scotland and 
Spain plus several cruises in the Mediterranean and elsewhere 
fueled these collections. Upon retirement from the Navy after 24 
years in 1988, Bob became interested in New Hampshire 
Exonumia (a term he dislikes), with town medals, woods, 
elongateds, tokens, food stamp change, and other items. He 
started joining coin clubs at this time, starting with local and state, 
then regional, national, and international organizations, with the 
current tally at 55. Not content to be just a member, he has 
actively participated in many of his clubs, being President of six, 
positions of responsibility (e.g., Secretary, Treasurer, Editor) of 
several and on the boards of many more. His current collections 
include Medals of the New England Numismatic Association; 
Memorabilia of the ANA Conventions in Boston; Mardi Gras 
Doubloons; Swiss Shooting Thalers and other memorabilia; the 
medals of Swiss-French engraver Antoine Bovy, Conder Tokens; 
Elongated Coins; TAMS medals; Art and Historical Medals; 
German Notgeld; Navy-themed—“Challenge Coins”; Polymer 
Banknotes, Numismatic Literature; Coin Clubs; and (most 
importantly) Numismatic Friends. 

The Lecture will be held at the New Light Korean Church 
730 Main St. (Rt 20) in Waltham, Mass.. The program will start at 
7:30PM. Doors open at 6:00PM. Refreshments will be served 
compliments of the Boston Numismatic Society, Collectors Club of 
Boston and the Currency Club of New England. There will be two 
drawings and prizes. We welcome all interested numismatists! 
For more information: John Ferreri 860-429-6970 or 
johnnybanknote@yahoo.com. 4 
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At Stacks Bowers Galleries 


Specialized Collections 
Are Our Specialty! 
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Stacks FBauns 





Throughout our history we have helped to build and have cataloged and 
sold at auction many of the mostimportant collections and finest specialized 
cabinets ever formed. The covers shown here illustrate our diverse areas of 
expertise in all collecting specialties. Let us share this success with you. 

Whether you are a beginning collector or a seasoned veteran, are still 
acquiring rarities or are on the verge of selling, we invite you to contact a 
Stack’s Bowers Galleries specialist today to find out how we can assist you 
in all your numismatic needs. 


Contact Us for More Information 
West Coast: 800.458.4646 « East Coast: 800.566.2580 
Email: Consign@StacksBowers.com 


LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | ALEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019 «21 2582,7580 
1231 East Dyer Rd. Ste 100, Santa Ama, CA 92705 « 949.252.0916 
InkeStackwawerccom « StackiBowern.com > ¢! 


New York + California +» Hong Kong « Paris» Wolfeboro GALLE RIES 
EG META, Sparetel Aa cia | ELK Americas Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer 
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$3 Gold Continued 

The single ‘D,’ the single ‘O,’ and the five ‘S’ coins 
We’ve just mentioned two of the seven pieces within the run of $3 
gold pieces that both have mint marks and that have relatively high 
mintages. The 1854-D is the only piece to come from the short- 
lived branch Mint in Dahlonega, Georgia. Collectors of ‘C’ and 
‘D’ gold, from Charlotte, North Carolina, and from Dahlonega 
know that virtually all the gold pieces from these two early branch 
Mints are highly sought today, always by collectors with deep 
pockets. There are only 1,120 of the 1854-D $3 gold pieces listed 
— and we can only imagine how many have survived all the inter- 
vening years. This coin might be considered impossible in the 
mint state grades, as 1t commands six figure prices. A circulated 
grade, something down at VF-20 for example, might be considered 
collectible, as it costs about $17.5K as of this writing. Of course, 
for those of us who don’t like to spend more than $100 per coin for 
any of our purchases, this is either a laugh or a dream. 

The single ‘O’ marked coin, the 1854-O from the Mint 
down in the Big Easy, is another that might be considered collect- 
ible in some circulated grade, but that is amazingly expensive in 
any level of mint state. Likewise the remaining ‘S’ marked coins. 
Oh, and for those of us who have at least kept our eyes on the 
series, even if we have never purchased, yes, there 1s the unique 
1870-S. It’s not for sale, although at least one reference guide lists 
it as being worth $5,000,000 — yes, that’s $5’million dollars. Have 
any of us got that lying around? 

Overall? 

Overall, this 1s an expensive set to collect. It could be 
much more so if it had the same collector pull as more popular 
series do, such as the Mercury dimes or the Walking Liberty halves 
(could you imagine the price of a Mercury dime that had only a 
thousand as its official mintage?!). But for those of us with the 
desire, we can at least save up for the 1854, the 1878, and maybe 
the 1855 and 1874. They’d make a gorgeous gold quartet. 4 
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€merica's First Shopping Mall 
The G€rcade Building, Providence, RI 


By: C. John Ferreri 
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This new and exciting shopping mall was the center vignette of at 
least two different Rhode Island State Bank Notes. Circa 1850. 


id your Great-Great-Great-Grandmother shop here? If she 
lived in the Providence, R.I. area during the mid-1800s 
and was able to drive her horse and buggy to shop down- 
town she might have visited this new and exciting type of retail 
business place, a mall! The Westminster Arcade Building was 
built in 1828, primarily of granite and housed three levels of 
mercantile businesses. The building helped revitalize a neglected 
part of downtown Providence during the mid-1800s. The building 
has endured close to two centuries of use, many internal renova- 
tions and is still in use, today. Great Granny could have shopped 
here for millinery goods, fresh foods, East India goods and perhaps 
furniture. The Arcade Bank opened in this building in 1831 and 
remained here until it became a national bank in 1865. Great- 
Great-Great Granny could easily have spent money issued by this 
bank. It would be decades before federally issued paper money 
replaced the issues of state chartered banks. 





Continued on Next Page 
NENA News 23 


America’s First Shopping Mall Continued 
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This image of the $3 note of the Arcade Bank shows the Westminster Street 
entrance to the Arcade building which was designed by James C. Bucklin. 

The note lacks signatures because it is a proof impression struck for inspec- 
tion by the bank board of directors and not meant for issue. 

The building was built between Westminster and Weybosset Streets and after 
trying to decide which architectural rendering to choose for the two entrances 
it was decided to use both, one at the Westminster Street entrance and the 
other at the Weybosset Street entrance. 
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The Weybosset Street entrance was designed by Russell W. Warren and while 
obviously different, is still in keeping with Greek Revival Architecture. 
Thanks to this bank and many others, scenes of local structures and 
neighborhoods have been preserved on the issues of their paper currency. 





a” J —_ 
This modern image of the Arcade Building after its latest renovation shows a mall with 
retail businesses on the ground floor and micro-apartment space on the two upper floors. 
This type of apartment has become popular for people wanting to live in downtown areas 
with a minimum of floor space. This building has now been operating for almost 200 
years without major exterior renovation. 4 
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES 


2019 dues have been pouring in thanks to the special 
envelope inserted into the previous issue of VENA News. 

We now have 80 members who are current or paid in 
advance. Many of you took advantage of the special 3-year 
discount and we have credited each payment extending from the 
last remittance (one member, M.B., asked that question). Just 
check your mailing label for your expiration date. And we thank 
you for the donations that were sent, no club can operate on dues 
alone. 


Mistakes can and do happen so if you have sent me 
something and do not see it reflected on your mailing label, please 
tell me at bobfritsch@earthlink.net. This happened just recently 
with one member and the matter was resolved on the spot. Or just 
drop me a line to say “Hy’, I always like to hear from you. 





Unfortunately we have 45 members in arrears. We hate to 
see anyone lapse their membership and urge you to take action as 
soon as you read this. We just cannot afford to send “free” 
newsletters anymore, so if your mailing label does not read “12/ 
31/2019” or later, this will be your last issue. 


We have almost as many Life Members as regular 
members. I request that all LMs send the envelopes (with a 
donation if you wish) just to let us know you are still with us. 
Sadly, we have been notified of six deaths in the past year, may 
they rest in peace. 


Happily all 18 member clubs are current. We rely on them 
to spread the word, help us with our programs and recruit new 
members to our club. 


Come visit us at the NENA table at the next NH Coin and 
Currency Expo, 19-20 April in Manchester. See you then. 


Bob Fritsch 
Membership Director 
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The Love of Collecting 


By Stanley Sobiech 


ll of us have our own collecting story. This is mine! 

Most of American kids started with a stamp or baseball 
card collection. Since I lived in Poland we had no base- 
ball but we had a war so I collected German and Russian helmets 
from World War I. I also collected small match boxes and stamps 
that I left behind when we came to the U.S. I was 16 when I came 
here and right away started to collect silver coins dimes, quarters 
and halves. I worked part time in a hospital cafeteria where a 
cashier lady gave me whatever she came across. 

In 1973 I went to visit Poland. My cousin’s brother in law 
gave me few Polish coins and I was hooked! When I went again in 
1977 he gave some Polish banknotes and you can guess what 
happened. At about that time I started to attend coin shows in 
Boston and one in Worcester (There I won a $2 & a gold coin). 
After that I even went to a show in New York City with some guys 
from the Worcester Coin Club. 

Right now I have a nice Polish coin collection beginning 
with Denar of Vladslav I Herman 1079-1102. I also have 
banknotes starting 1794 until now. I also have Polish stamps but 
sadly they have not seen daylight for a long time. 
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19. Denar Wtadystawa Hermana — peas See ett 


Polish Denar coin 1079-1102 Early 10 Groszy Polish banknote 


a 


26 Nena News 





Confederate $50 note of 1861 

Whenever I buy something I leave it out, handy so I can 
look at it again and again before being put away for security 
reasons. One word of advice: keep your “stuff” in the same place, 
not all over the house. This way you will not misplace it. It hap- 
pened to me more than once. 

What to collect? The answer should be easy, whatever you like and 
love. But, there is a “but”. Everyone tells you to buy the best 
quality you can afford 

You will still love whatever you collect until the time when 
you want to sell it. Then, someone else will love those items as 
you had. You could have a bag full of coins that will not be very 
valuable or bring a lot or you could have a few expensive coins but 
then, who wants to have only a few coins? Not us collectors! 
People who buy only expensive coins are probably investors and 
not collectors. But I am now preaching to the choir. 

Most of our NENA members are seasoned collectors but I 
do come across some collections that are in bad shape. These may 
have been kept loose or in small brown paper envelopes. Some of 
the silver coins have turned black which raises the question: to 
clean or not to clean? I, myself like a clean coin that 1s pleasant to 
the eye and do not care much for dirty or discolored coins. Another 
question: is there a way to clean coins safely? If someone has 
knowledge and advice on this subject please write it in Nena News 
and let us know or speak about it at one of the various collector 
clubs listed at the rear of this booklet. & 
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A Succession of Clothiers Continued 

He made use of the same advertising note design used by 
the others changing it only to incorporate his name, E.W. Frank. 
Apparently these notes continued to be an effective advertising 
means to oes store traffic! 
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Born in Dagan he came to US as a youngster, lived in 
NYC through the 1850’s, in Providence in Civil War years, then in 
NY and later in Boston where he died. Recorded in NYC as a 
“Clothier” in 1857, at Providence as a’’““Dealer” in 1860, and under 
“Clothing” there in 1864; he was at Boston by 1876 listed as 
“Commission Dealer’’,“Dry Goods”, “Merchant” in subsequent 
years. 

Around the end of the Civil War the South Main St clothing 
store changed hands a final time before closing a couple of years 
later. There is no record of any more ad notes. & 
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Buy & Sell Colonial, U.S. & World Coins & Paper Money 
Estate Liquidations...Appraisals...Wholesale & Retail 


We can come to you for confidential negotiations! 


We are also a regular dealer at all major New England Coin Shows. 
(Call us for our schedule.) 
(Best prices paid for silver and gold bullion coins and scrap.) 
When buying, stop at our table with a photocopy of your NenaNews 
mailing label and receive an additional discout. 


Stephen Vorchheimer, P. O. Box 292, Rockville, CT 06066 
860-559-0092 Fax 860-875-0508 
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€ Signature as 
Sweet as Sugar 


By Steve Noyes 
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T This Ges y 832 Brown naace Manon Bank Nore of the roe 
National Bank of Lowell, Massachusetts will show the Allen 
signature as president of the bank on the lower right of the note. 

The back of the bill offers self-evidence as to why this series of notes 
are called “Brown Backs”. The ornate center design shows the 


charter number of the bank. 






harles Herbert Allen was born in Lowell Massachusetts on 
April 15, 1848. After graduating college, he worked 1n his 
father’s lumber company making cabinets and wooden 
boxes. 

After starting his political career as a member of the Lowell 
Board of Education, he sought statewide office in 1881 and was 


elected to the State House of Representatives, where he served two 
Continued on Page 33 
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Start a Revolution Continued 








Shown here are a crown, half crown, florin (worth 2 shillings or one-tenth of a 
pound), shilling, six pence, four pence (or Groat), three pence (thr ‘penny bit), 
two pence (Iuppence), one & one half pence (for Jamaica), and, again, the 
silver penny seen before. 

Note: While I have in showing these coins, used the coins of George III as much 
as possible, I have substituted other monarchs as needed. The portrait on the 
late coinage of George III is a shocking contrast to that on his earlier issues 
and likely reflects the ravages of the prophyria which condemned the king to 
complete insanity during his later years, leading to the period known as the 
Regency, when his son George IV ruled, while his father reigned. 


To be economically functional in the English monetary system at 
the time of our Revolution in 1776, one must understand that 252 pen- 
nies, or 21 shillings, or a pound plus a shilling made a guinea! In addition 
to this there were: quarter guineas, half guineas, two pound coins, and 
much later, a huge 5 pound non-circulating “gold unite” minted. Al- 
though this later piece was minted after the American Revolution, as 
were the fractional farthings, it would have added an interesting element 
to the coinage. So here are another five coins to add to the variety of 
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denominated pieces which may have found their way into our domestic 
commerce. 

Now honestly, don’t you find this system of coinage revolting? It 
would have been enough to inspire me to seize my musket and ride off to 
Lexington and Concord in April of 1775! My uncle Richmond Foss was 
a Mayflower descendant, but he didn’t know a tinker’s damn about 
English money when he was shipped off to Britain as a corporal in the 
U.S. Army Artillery in World War II. The first enemy he encountered was 
not a German bomber pilot. It was a London newspaper vendor. 

My rather green Uncle Richmond, strange to the world of 
English Commerce, paid for a newspaper with a five pound note. Five 
pounds were at that time equal to five gold coins about the size of a 
Jefferson nickel. That was a considerable fortune in 1943. The vendor 
said, “oy, Yank, ‘old out yer cap.” 

My newly arrived uncle took off his army cap and turned it 
upside down. The vendor began filling 1t with what seemed a treasure of 
piratic dimension. When the vendor finished filling the cap to his satis- 
faction, my uncle just gazed on it in total awe. At that point, a firm 
female voice was directed at the vendor saying, “That Yank is over here 
fighting for us. Don’t cheat him. Give him the rest of his change, and be 
quick about it.” 

The fierceness of this pretty young woman was not lost on the 
vendor who proceeded to dole out pound and ten shilling notes. And by 
the way, after the war, that girl became my Aunt Maureen. 

By 1971, the English themselves revolted against their convo- 
luted antediluvian coinage and adopted the decimal system wherein a 
hundred pence equaled a pound. I am sure that new generations of 
British citizens will bless those who dared revolt against the ancient 
traditions of “This jeweled and sceptered Ilse” where traditions are 
worshipped and held sacred. Most pleased with this Great Revolution 
must be all the generations of accountants who have come of age in this 
last half century. 4 











NENG Membership Dues Gre Now Due 


If you are not a life member of NENA, it is now time to pay 
your 2018 dues. Check your mailing label to determine if you are 


paid to date or not. Dues are $15 per year. Help us save on 
postage by not doing individual billing by sending your check 
now to: NENA Membership 

c/o Bob Fritsch, PO Box 3033, Nashua, NH 03061-3003 
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We Want Your Tired and Lonely 
NenaNews for Elecronic Revival! 





s President Harkins divulged to us in our last issue of 
NENA News, the board had approved of including many 
of our old NENA News and Convention Programs to 
be included into the Newman Numismatic Portal. Once 
scanned in the portal’s database, it would then be available for 
all numismatic researchers to research, learn, and hopefully 
create an article of some interest for inclusion in one of our 
next publications. During this initial stage of this project, we 
have learned that we are missing over 40 or 50 volumes from 
our library. This is why | am writing...we want to borrow your 
tired and humble volumes of past NENA News so we can scan 
the rest of the collection and keep them for new and old 
numismatists alike. 

In particular, we are these missing volumes which were 
identified by the Numismatic Portal. If you have any of these 
copies, please contact me, Yale Lansky, at 646-732-4164 or 
by email, yale.lansky@outlook.com, and | will make 
arrangements to get the documents from your home to the 
Newman Numismatic Portal, and then back to you, unharmed. 
There is no charge for this (we will provide mailing labels). We 
are in need of the following: All issues of NENA News including 
Convention Programs 1960 through 1984. 


Your help is greatly appreciated in this 
important project! 
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A Signture as Sweet as SugarContinued 


terms, followed by one term in the Massachusetts State Senate. 
Allen then served two terms in the US House of Representatives 
from 1885 to 1889. In 1890, Allen ran for governor but was 
defeated. He served as State Prison Commissioner starting in 
1897, but was appointed Assistant Secretary of the Navy in 1898 
by President McKinley when the position was vacated by 
Theodore Roosevelt who left to fight in the Spanish American War. 

In 1900, President McKinley appointed Allen to serve as 
the first civilian Governor of Puerto Rico, serving until 1901. 
While in Puerto Rico, Allen became involved in the sugarcane 
business, and after returning to the US in 1901 he became 
president of the American Sugar Refining Company, which later 
became Domino Sugar, the company we know today. 

Allen was a director of the Appleton National Bank in 
Lowell from about 1900 until his death, serving as President of the 
bank from 1902-1907. Allen also served as Vice President of the 
Morton Trust Co and the Guaranty Trust Co of New York, as well 
as the boards of numerous businesses in Lowell and New York. 
Charles Allen died on April 20, 1934. He is buried in Lowell 
Massachusetts. His estate, known as “The Terraces’’, still stands 
today serving as gallery and event hall for the University of 
Massachusetts. 4 





Always Contact Me ForA 
Buying | Copy Of Our Mail 
International Order List. 
Coins 


Kay Coins International 


PO Box 13007 Mesa, AZ 85216 
www.kaycoinsinternational.com 












ARTHUR KAY E Mail 
Fax Phone# 480-654-5870 akay7934 @ aol.com 
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WORCESTER COUNTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


The W.C.N.S. has made available for purchase, its set of two 
encased coins for the Society’s 70" Anniversary, a 1946-S 
Jefferson Nickel and a 2016-D Lincoln Cent, both uncirculated. 


The cost is $15 per pair, postpaid. Please make checks out to: 
WCC and send to Box 1079 Douglas, MA 01516. 





NENA NEWS 


° PUBLICATION INFORMATION 

e |he NEWS is published four times a year (about every three months) 
sand dates vary to coincide with times of conventions, holidays, etc. 

e |he NENA meetings are in conjunction with the Manchester NH shows 
e by EBW Promotions in the spring and fall each year. 


...RATES.... 
Full Page...............00s00 $60 per issue 
Half Page...............sss00+ $40 per issue 
Third Page............:.00:008 $30 per issue 
Quarter Page................ $25 per issue 


Inside Front or Back Cover....$65 per issue 
(10% discount on multiple insertions) 


Ad Representative 
C. John Ferreri 
P.O. Box 33 Storrs, CT 06268 
860-429-6970 
johnnybanknote @yahoo.com 


@eeeee@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeelelelel ee ee 
iS) 


Ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 





Paper Money Show 


The “Biggest” little coin and paper 
money show in New England 
Prospect Street School Gymnasium 
233 Prospect St., 
at corner of High St. 
Willimantic, Conn. 


Sunday, March 31, 2019 
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m 


7/ Dealers 


Bourse & Exhibition 
Public Invited - Free Admission 
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Cilab Meetings 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at the Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield MA. on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 2 PM. September-May. For 
information (413) 499-1400 


Blackstone Valley Coin & Collectibles Club, 
Auction every month - Join us. Uxbridge Progressive 
Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge, MA 01569, Doors 
open 6:00PM, Meeting 7:00-9:00PM. For info call 
Michael McDonald 774-280-4333 


Boston Numismatic Society, Trinity Church, 730 
Main St., Waltham, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 7:30 P.M. For information call 617 244- 
1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to 
bosnumsoc @ yahoo.com 


Central Connecticut Coin Club, South Windsor 
Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South Windsor, CT. 
Meetings every month on the first Tuesday. For 
information: Gene Forte (860) 290-1522 


Collectors Club of Boston: Meetings fourth 
Tuesday, Sept.-June, 7:30 P.M. Trinity Church, 730 
Main St., Waltham, MA. For information (781) 938- 
8167 or email williamharkins@comcast.net . 


Currency Club of New England: Trinity Church, 
730 Main St., Waltham, MA; Meetings all at 7:30 
P.M the first Monday, Oct.-June, except for 
September the second Monday of the month. For 
information Kevin Lafond, P.O. Box 4724, 
Portsmouth, NH 03802-4724, email 
kglafond@comcast.net or phone (603) 498-2042 





Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Corner Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, 
ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For information 
(207) 794-6833 


Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine Veterans 
Home, 290 U.S. Route 1, Scarborough, ME, on the 
1st and 3rd Sunday, September to June at 7 P.M. For 
information: Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd., 
Windham, ME 04062 (207) 892-7113. 


Coin Club of Greater New Bedford: Meetings 
fourth Tuesday, 6 P.M. at the Acushnet Public 
Library, 232 Middle Rd., Acushnet, MA 02743 For 
information Patrick Curran, President, P.O. 

Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741. Shows on 5th 
Sundays at VFW Poirier Post 3260, 281 Appleton 
St., New Bedford, MA or visit us on the web at 
www.ccenb.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center 
Library, (Route 89) 54 Warrenville Road, Mansfield 
Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday Sept. through 
April (except Dec.) 7:30 P.M. For information 
www.MansfieldNumismaticSociety.org or call John 
(860) 429-6970 (6-9 P.M.). 


Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 Court 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Wednesday 7 
P.M., except October. www.nashuacoinclub.org 


Newport County Coin Club, Meetings the second 
Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 2nd floor 
conference room, Stop & Shop, 199 Connell 
Highway, 401-845-2220, (Near Wal-Mart), Newport 
RI. For information contact Carlton Johnson email: 
Carltonrj@ aol.com 


Sterling Coin Club. Meetings the Ist Friday of 
every month at 6:30PM. Sterling Town Hall, Main 
St. (Rte 62) Sterling, MA. For info contact 
tbavosi@HrsRevCycle.com 


Oxford Nipmuc Coin Club, Meetings the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at the Oxford senior 
Center, 323 Main St., Oxford, MA. For info 
lisirichard15@ Yahoo.com 


Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Pawcatuck Valley 
Coin Club; Meeting on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 6:30 P.M, Stonington Arms Recreation 
Room, located at Route 1, 133 S. Broad St. 
Pawcatuck, CT - information at 
www.pawcatuckvalleycoinclub.com/ 


Southbridge Coin & Stamp Club, Sturbridge 
Coffee House, 407B Main St., Sturbridge, MA. 
Meetings at 7:30PM on the third Fridayof each 
month, For info contact Mark 

gluemark @ gmail.com 


Stoneham Coin Club, Bearhill Nursing Center, 11 
North St., Stoneham, MA 02180. Meetings the Ist & 
3rd Wednesday of each month at 7P.M. 


West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good 
Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. 
Meetings second Sunday, September - June, 7 P.M. 


Worcester County Numismatic Society, St 
Joseph’s Hall, 8 Central St., Auburn, MA. Meetings 
second Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. Doors 
open 6 pm. YN meeting @ 6:15. For information: 
Mike Simpson at 508-667-9968 or WCNS, 

PO Box 1079, Douglas, MA 01516 or 
www.worcestercoinclub.org 


To list club meetings and activities in upcoming 
issues of NENA NEWS, send information along 
with your name, title and telephone number to: 
NenaNews @ NenaCoin.org 


COIN SHOW NEWS 


March 31, ZO1IS9 Willimantic, CT - Mansfield 
Numismatic Society - 46th €@nnaal Coin and Paper 
Money Show 

The “Biggest” little coin and paper money show in New England. 
Prospect Street School Gymnasium, 233 Prospect Street at corner of 
High Street, Willimantic, CT - 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. For more information 
Contact C. John Ferreri, PO Box 33, Storrs, CT 06268 - Call (860) 429- 
6970 or email: oldmoneyinfo@ yahoo.com 

Nov 3 & 4 - Manchester NH, New Hampshire Coin and 
Carrency Expo 

Radisson Hotel. Center of New Hampshire,Manchester, NH, 200+ tables - Coins, 
Currency, Gold, Silver, Tokens, Stamps, Medals, Supplies, Exhibits, Education 
Seminars, Club Meetings. 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 01887, 
phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at www.ebwpromotions.com 
Every Month - Uxbridge, M@ - Every 3rd Wednesday 


evening 3PM to 8PM located at the VFW #1385, 16 Cross Road, 15 tables, 
Contact: Michael McDonald 774-280-4333 

Every Month - Nashua, NH - 3rd Sunday of every month 
One of the oldest shows in New England 9AM to 2PM at the Holiday Inn, 9 
Northestern Blvd, Nashua, NH, (Exit 4, Route 3) 40 dealers from all over New 
England 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 01887, 
phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at www.ebwpromotions.com 
Every Month - Devens, M@ - (Gilways the 4th Sunday of 


the month) Devens Monthly Coin Show, 9AM to 3PM at Devens 
Common Center, 31 Andrews Parkway, Devens, MA 01434 - 75 Tables, 50+ 
Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 01887, 
phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at www.ebwpromotions.com 
Every Month, @uburn, MG - (filways the 2nd Sunday of 


the month) Oct 8, Nov (none), Dec 10, Greater Worcester Monthly Coin 
Show, 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM at the Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St 
(Route 12), Auburn, MA - Mass Pike to Exit 10 to Route 12 South (1/2 mile) 
Elks is on right between Hampton Inn and Jiffy Lube - 46 Tables, 40+ Dealers 
Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 01887, 
phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at www.ebwpromotions.com 


To list NENA member club coin shows in upcoming issues of NENA NEWS, send 
information along with a telephone number to: Joe Duval, P. O. Box 41, 


Willimantic, CT 06226-0041 or email: NenaNews @Nenacoin.org, 
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